of our contemporaries took to heart a saying of Kenan's, " The nations that give themselves up to social questions will perish." That is what the prophets insisted that Judah should do. Judah did so, and in a generation after the reforms of Josiah, Judah had ceased to exist as a kingdom. True, it had founded the religion of the world, and so was well recompensed, but that is one of those things which is not done twice in history.
Meantime, all round Judah great changes were taking place. The fall of the Assyrian Empire about 625 B.C. showed that Nahum had looked forward very intelligently over a quarter of a century ; but Babylon resumed the position which Nineveh had taken from it for about 150 years, and Judah accepted under the conqueror the position which it had held under the conquered.
The Scythians seem to have invaded Northern Palestine, and to have reached the Plain of Esdraelon about this time; but we know nothing save the bare fact that they did so. We know, indeed, very little about the greater events of this period, even about the death of Josiah, who was killed at the age of thirty-eight, fighting on the side of his liege-lord of Babylon against Necho II. of Egypt.
It is possible even that Jerusalem was actually